Minutes
Committee of the Whole
City Council Meeting
June 22, 2026

CALL TO ORDER—The City Council of the City of Villa Grove met as a Committee of the Whole session on June
22, 2026, in Council Chambers. Mayor Rasmussen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Roll call found the
following members present: Alderman Taylor-Sanford, Fulk, Nieto, Clark, and Hooker. Alderman Elston was
absent. City Administrator/Comptroller Athey, Clerk Osborne, CC Director K. Miller and City Attorney M. Miller
were present.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE -The Mayor stood and led all attendees in The Pledge of Allegiance

PUBLIC COMMENTS-No comments.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT-Jacki Athey reported they continue preparing documents for auditors for the
start of the audit on July 21. Quotes are being collected for the new stone signs for the parks. The Chamber of
Commerce has inquired about using TIF funds for the signs, and another question is what city logo shall be used?
Al and Cybersecurity were covered in the conference Jacki attended. She is encouraging the council to start
investigating what is needed to protect our systems. The City Officials Day at the lllinois State Fair will offer a free
meal to attendees-please let Jess know if you are interested in attending. September 5, 2026, is the IML
conference in Chicago. Please let Jacki know if you are interested in attending, by the end of this week.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS:
CPS: Director Miller said softball and baseball season is almost completed. The Summer Dayze program has 35
children registered.

VGPD-Chief Tibbetts-no report.
PUBLIC WORKS-Director Mixell-no report.

Mayor: Mayor Rasmussen said there will not be any volleyball or softball tournament on the June 27 Freedom
Celebration date. He has been investigating how to buy abandoned properties through tax sales to help with
making it more affordable and easier to deal with these properties.

DISCUSSION OF BUSINESS (NON-VOTING)

1.Consider late penalties for activities that have not obtained permits before start dates -There are many food
trucks and building additions, and fencing projects that are not purchasing permits to operate before beginning
their projects or events. We would like to establish late fees for these when they come in to purchase the
permits. Marc Miller advises this would involve writing an ordinance change/update.

2. Consensus/ongoing process to reimburse Wayne Clark for Peace Meal deliveries-Wayne Clark is assisting
with Peace Meal deliveries. His payments for mileage reimbursements will have to be approved by the council,
as a separate item on the agenda, when he is paid each time. She also asked for a consensus to approve this
process from the council and council gave it.

3. General legal questions for the City Attorney with discussion-Marc Miller was present to answer questions if
needed. No questions were presented.
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4. TIF discussion -Jacki went over some information about residential programs. Also, discussions were had
about the top end limit of what funds could be applied for, such as a percentage match of the project, etc. No
consensus was reached and more study is needed.

5. Discussion concerning spending limits for department directors-Jacki said that for the 34 years she has been
with the City, the spending limit for any department director has always been $300 for not needing pre-approval.
That is a very low amount in this day and age, and wants the council to consider upping that limit. Consensus
was to give Department directors a $1,000 limit and City Administrator $5,000 limit.

CLOSED SESSION: No closed session needed.

ADJOURNMENT-With no further business, Alderman Hooker motioned to adjourn the meeting at 6:59 pm.
Alderman Fulk seconded the motion. Roll Call: Taylor-Sanford, yea, Nieto, yea, Clark, yea, Hooker, yea. Motion
passed.

Respectfully submitted,

Miekelle K. Bolionne
Michelle L. Osborne, City Clerk
XC: Mayor and City Council; Building Inspector; Department Heads; File



