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​Committee of the Whole​
​City Council Meeting​

​July 20, 2026​

​CALL TO ORDER—The City Council of the City of Villa Grove met as a Committee of the Whole session on​​July 20,​
​2026,​​in Council Chambers. Mayor Rasmussen called​​the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Roll call found the​
​following members present: Alderman Taylor-Sanford, Fulk, Elston, and Clark. Alderman Hooker and Nieto were​
​absent. City Administrator/Comptroller Athey, Treasurer Swanson, Clerk Osborne,  CC Director K. Miller and PW​
​Director Mixell, and VGPD Tibbettes were present.​

​PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE​​-The Mayor stood and led all​​attendees in The Pledge of Allegiance​

​PUBLIC COMMENTS​​-No comments.​

​CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT​​-​​Jacki Athey reported they​​have answered multiple FOIA requests lately as well as​
​having the audit beginning, which started last week. The Auditor team will be in office here tomorrow. IDOR sent​
​out a message explaining a glitch in their system which affected some payments to certain cities.​

​DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS:​
​CPS:​​Director Miller said softball and baseball season​​is completed. Soccer registration numbers are a bit low​
​right now. Instead of a Fall league for ball, they will be doing ball camps. Fall Slo-pitch will begin soon.​

​VGPD-​​Chief Tibbetts-Reports the current SRO Ben Mingo has been attending the Summer Dayze program to​
​interact with the children and get to know them more before the start of school. There has been a very positive​
​response to him being there. For purchase of the protective riot shields, he is recommending the large shield.​
​It seems to be working out well with people who have been given ordinance violations for junk removal to be​
​able to get the bulk pick up scheduled with Waste Management.​

​PUBLIC WORKS-​​Director Mixell-The tree trimming, cutting down and removal is completed for now. There was​
​some minor storm damage over the weekend, but that was easily taken care of right away. The power​
​installation at the rec center is done. The Tennis courts are done, too, and are now on timers for the lights. The​
​paving is completed for the year and he is looking into next year’s projects. The  new roller they have really​
​helped them with flattening roadways/alleyways to help make the paving more finished and hopefully last​
​longer.​

​Mayor:​​Mayor Rasmussen said he has gotten many complaints about garbage toters being left out too long after​
​pickup, so please remind residents to get those pulled back in place right away.  Also, he wants the council to​
​follow up when they see building happening and ask to see permits. There has been an apartment developer in​
​contact with Derek, so he will follow up with them.​
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​DISCUSSION OF BUSINESS (NON-VOTING)​

​1. Consensus for purchase of PD body shields-​​Consensus was given for the purchase of the PD Body Shields.​

​2. Trade-off of Engine 103 -​​Chief Black sent a message that their supplier would like to purchase the Engine 103,​
​which they would have as a backup for departments when parts are on order and they have a truck down. This​
​benefits everyone. The deal will include our department receiving  300 feet of new hose that is needed, and we​
​will also receive from parts credit. Consensus was given to proceed with this sale.​

​3. Upcoming revision of Douglas County Enterprise Zone  -​​Jacki reports some changes to the EZ, which will add​
​some more square mileage to the zone, making it a bit larger and more businesses being eligible to use it.​

​CLOSED SESSION:​ ​No closed session needed.​

​ADJOURNMENT​​-With no further business, Alderman Elston motioned to adjourn the meeting at 6:18 pm.​
​Alderman Fulk seconded the motion. Roll Call: Taylor-Sanford, yea, Fulk, yea, Elston, yea,Clark, yea. Motion​
​passed.​

​Respectfully submitted,​

​Michelle L. Osborne​
​Michelle L. Osborne, City Clerk​
​XC: Mayor and City Council; Building Inspector; Department Heads; File​


